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WELCOME TO THE 15TH YEAR OF
READING ACROSS RHODE ISLAND!
Reading Across Rhode Island, the statewide community read, kicks oﬀ its 15th
year with Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. Reading Across Rhode Island is a
project of the Rhode Island Center for the Book at the Rhode Island Council for
the Humanities, made possible through a vibrant collaboration of librarians,
teachers, book group leaders and readers from across the state.
e 2017 program runs from January to May with readers in Rhode Island
classrooms, libraries, and bookstores joining discussions and participating in
lectures, art exhibits, poetry readings and dramatic interpretations focused on
this year’s selection.
Judges Judith C. Savage and Edward C. Clion serve as the program’s
Honorary Co-Chairs.
GET THE BOOK
Pick up a copy of Just Mercy at your local public library or bookstore and start
up a conversation with your family, friends, coworkers, or even the person
sitting next to you as you ride the bus. is is your chance to take a moment
to have a great conversation with an old friend or to make a new one.
JOIN IN
Join us for a discussion about how proximity to issues of justice enhances our
understanding and impacts how we view the world. is relevant and forward
looking program will bring together diﬀerent voices from across our communities to promote civil dialogue.
If you’re out and about, you might find copies of Just Mercy in unexpected
places. Our wandering books appear in public spaces such as parks, buses, malls
and doctor’s oﬃces. If you find a copy, it’s yours for a short time. Register the
book online and see how far it travels (instructions are included in the book),
read it, review it and release it for someone else to enjoy.
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ABOuT THIS YEAR’S BOOK

Just Mercy is an unforgettable
true story about the redeeming
potential of mercy. Bryan
Stevenson was a gied young
attorney when he founded
Equal Justice Initiative, a legal
practice dedicated to defending
the poor, the wrongly
condemned, and those trapped
in the furthest reaches of
our criminal justice system.

ABOuT THE AuTHOR
Bryan Stevenson is the executive
director of the Equal Justice Initiative
in Montgomery, Alabama and a
professor of law at New York University
Law School. He has won relief for dozens
of condemned prisoners, argued five times
before the Supreme Court, and won
national acclaim for his work challenging
bias against the poor and people of color.
He has received numerous awards,
including the MacArthur
Foundation “Genius” Grant.

1

RI Center for Book Program 17 singles_Layout 1 1/24/17 10:01 AM Page 4

SuGGESTIONS FOR STuDENT RESpONSE
Created by Cynthia Skelton, Chariho High School (Some projects/papers have been
aligned to the Common Core State Standards. Look for opportunities to enhance
your students’ experience with this book.)
1. On pages 14-16 Stevenson asserts that the American justice system has become
“unprecedentedly harsh and punitive,” resulting in “mass imprisonment that has
no historical parallel” (15). What arguments does he use to defend this claim?
What data does he use to support his arguments? How convincing is his case?
(CCR.RI.1, CCR.RI.4, CCR.RI.8)
Research and critical thinking extension: Select one (or more) of the statistics
provided by Stevenson to defend his argument. How was this data collected, by
whom, and using what methodology? Are there competing statistics, studies or
claims? (CCR.W.7, CCR.W.8, CCR.W.9)
Rhetoric: Examine Stevenson’s presentation of his argument. How and when
does he employ pathos, logos, and ethos, and to what eﬀect? How does he use
rhetorical devices like diction, syntax, and organization to persuade readers?
(CCR.RI.4, CCR.RI.6, CCR.RI.8)
2. Bryan Stevenson, a lawyer who has dedicated his professional and personal life
to fighting injustice and racial discrimination in the criminal justice system,
could be compared to the fictional Atticus Finch as portrayed in To Kill A
Mockingbird. What qualities, experiences, and attitudes do they share? In which
ways are they diﬀerent? What drives people like Stevenson and Finch to speak
up for the disempowered?
3. Stevenson says that his experiences have taught him that “the opposite of
poverty is not wealth; the opposite of poverty is justice” (18). What do you think
he means by this? Considering that this idea is presented in the introduction of
the book, what does this suggest about Stevenson’s purpose in this book?
(CCR.RI.1, CCR.RI.2, CCRI.RI.5)
4. Mahatma Gandhi is famously credited with saying “the true measure of any
society can be found in how it treats its most vulnerable members.” In the introduction, Stevenson echoes Gandhi’s idea when he says, “the true measure of our
character is how we treat the poor, the disfavored, the accused, the incarcerated,
and the condemned.”
To Kill A Mockingbird (TKM) Connection: Which characters in the book
would agree with Stevenson’s statement, and how do these characters act to
show their convictions? (CCR.RL.1, CCR.RL.3)
Argumentation: Do you agree or disagree with this sentiment, and why? Use
personal experience, historical knowledge, or literary examples to defend or
refute this idea. If you agree, how can an individual live out this truth? How
can a society pursue this truth? If you disagree, what is a better measure of
character, and why? How would an individual or a society show this? Defend
your opinion with historical examples, literary examples, or personal experience.
Research and critical thinking: Who was Gandhi and how have his ideas
2
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influenced the American civil rights movement? Stevenson does not mention
Gandhi in this book, but aer reading it, do you see evidence of this influence in
Stevenson’s personal and professional choices as he recounts them in this book?
(CCR.RI.1, CCR.RI.2, CCR.W.7, CCR.W.8, CCR.W.9)
5. In order to provide the historical and social context necessary to understand
the full implications of Walter McMillian’s aﬀair with Karen Kelly, Stevenson
embarks on a brief history of American law and social custom toward interracial sex and marriage on pages 27-30. Do you think this history is still relevant
in understanding race relations in the United States today?(CCRI.RI.1)
TKM Connection: How does this information help contextualize Tom Robinson’s situation? Has our society changed enough so that Tom might face a different outcome if he was accused and tried in 2016 instead of the 1930s?
(CCR.RL.1, CCR.RL.3)
Research and Critical inking: ere have been multiple cases in American
history that illustrate Stevenson’s argument about the increased potential for
injustice in the legal system when a minority is accused of a sexual crime. Research the Scottsboro boys, Emmett Till, Daryl Hunt, George Stinney, and the
Central Park Five. How are their stories reminiscent of Tom Robinson’s and
Walter McMillian’s? What do these stories suggest about race-based tensions,
biases, and perception in the United States? How might Americans address
these issues? (CCR.W.7, CCR.W.8, CCR.W.9)
6. Walter McMillian and Bryan Stevenson serve diﬀerent roles in the book, and
although their lives are briefly intertwined, each man follows a very diﬀerent
life path. Chart the major events and decisions that mark each man’s journey.
Compare their perspectives, influences, support systems, and their response to
challenges. What forces shape their lives and how they choose to live them?
Are they ultimately more similar or more diﬀerent? (CCR.RI.2, CCR.RI.3,
CCR.RI.5)
Argumentation: e election of President Obama was heralded by many as an
indication that America had finally become “post-racial,” where race no longer
played a defining role in the opportunities and outcomes of minorities. e
lives of both Walter McMillian and Bryan Stevenson, however, suggest that
race still has an outsized impact in shaping the lives of individual Americans.
Debate the role of race in American society and how it aﬀects an individual’s
life and career. (CCRI.RI.1, CCR.RI.8)
7. roughout this book, Stevenson recalls several personal experiences where
others made assumptions about him based on his race. (See pages 38-44; 174)
Have you had any similar experiences, where people have made assumptions
about you based on your appearance, accent, race, or gender? Have you ever
made assumptions about others?
TKM Connection: Provide examples from To Kill A Mockingbird in which
characters judge others unfairly. Who judges whom, and why? Are the
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judgements justified? Who is aﬀected by these judgements, and how are they
aﬀected? Consider both individual characters as well as a community or larger
social group that is aﬀected. (CCR.RL.1, CCR.RL.2, CCR.RL.3)
Research and Critical inking: e deaths of Michael Brown, Tamir Rice, Eric
Garner, Freddy Gray and other black men, all of whom were killed by
police oﬃcers, has given rise to a lot of discussion about the possibility of
systemic racism in American society, especially in regard to law enforcement.
What evidence supports the idea that systemic racism exists in the way police enforce laws? What evidence supports the idea that there is not a systemic problem?
What conclusions can you draw from your research about race and law enforcement? (CCR.W.7, CCR.W.8, CCR.W.9)
Research to extend knowledge: Define implicit social cognition, also known as
implicit bias, and explain the theory behind this concept. What are the implications of this concept for our society and relationships? (CCR.W.7, CCR.W.8,
CCR.W.9)
Argumentation: Racial profiling is when police or oﬃcials use race or ethnicity,
rather than an individual’s behavior, to identify suspects. Some argue that racial
profiling is a more eﬃcient and cost-eﬀective method for keeping people safe,
while others argue that racial profiling is ineﬀective and immoral because it
depends on stereotypes and statistical generalizations to target individuals who
may not have done anything wrong. Do you agree or disagree with racial
profiling? Develop an argument to defend your opinion.
8. e United States Constitution grants anyone accused of a serious crime the
right to a “speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury” (Article 3, Section 2).
Based on the examples Stevenson gives in this book, does our judicial system
live up to this mandate? Consider in particular pages 59-62. (CCR.RI.1,
CCR.RI.8)
TKM Connection: Was the trial of Tom Robinson constitutional according to
Article 3, Section 2 (cited above)? If it was legal, was it just? How does Stevenson’s insight into jury selection (59-62) explain what happens at Tom Robinson’s trial? Robinson is later shot trying to escape from prison. Was this a legal
action by police, and is it just? (CCR.RL.1)
Argumentation: Is there such a thing as an unjust law? Before you cra your
argument, consider the definition of law and the definition of justice. Consider
how laws are created in America as well as the consequences of the enforcement
of law.
You may want to narrow the focus of this argument around whether a specific
law is just, such as mandatory prison sentences for nonviolent drug oﬀenders,
or the restriction of felons’ voting rights, or the use of the death penalty in
capital cases.
9. On pages 192-194, Stevenson describes his emotions aer seeing a Confederate
flag and explains the use of Confederate imagery at diﬀerent points in American
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history. How does Stevenson portray his response to seeing a confederate flag on
page 192-194? (CCR.RI.1, CCR.RI.3, CCR.RI.5)
TKM: Where and how in To Kill A Mockingbird does Harper Lee show the
legacy of the Civil War and the influence of the Confederacy on the current residents of Maycomb? (CCR.RL.1,CCR.RL.2,CCR.RL.3)
Argumentation: Confederate imagery and memorialization continues to be relatively commonplace, especially in some regions of America. Several state flags
contain confederate symbols, some states oﬀer drivers the option of license plates
with confederate flags, and still other states celebrate Jeﬀerson Davis’s birthday
with a public holiday. Should states be required to remove Confederate symbolism or memorabilia from oﬃcial speech, events, or images?
Develop an argument to support your opinion.
10. Stevenson tells the the stories of Trina Garnett (148-151), Ian Manuel (151154), Antonio Nunez 154-156), Joe Sullivan (257-264), Evan Miller (265-266),
all juveniles who were convicted of crimes and sentenced to life in prison
without parole. Since those convictions, the Supreme Court has declared that
children cannot be sentenced to mandatory life terms, even if they committed
homicide.
Argument: Stevenson believes that juveniles under the age of 18 should never
be housed with adults, and that younger teenagers (12-14 years old) should
never be tried in adult court. Do you agree with him? Develop an argument to
support your opinion.
Rhetorical Analysis: Examine Stevenson’s language as he outlines his courtroom strategy for appealing Joe Sullivan’s life sentence on pages 267-274.
What rhetorical devices does he use to present his case to the reader, and why
does he choose these techniques? (CCR.RI.2, CCR.RI.3, CCR.RI.4, CCR.RI.5,
CCR.RI.6)10. In Miller vs. Alabama, Stevenson argued before the Supreme
Court that juveniles should not be sentenced to mandatory life terms without
parole. Using www.oyez.org/cases/2011/10listen to the oral arguments or read
the opinions released by the judges to explain their decisions.
Rhetorical Analysis: How does Stevenson’s presentation of his argument to
readers (pg. 267-274) diﬀer from the presentation of his argument to the
Supreme Court justices (see links to audio above), and why might he have
made these choices about how to engage with diﬀerent audiences? (CCR.RI.2,
CCR.RI.3, CCR.RI.4, CCR.RI.5, CCR.RI.6)
Exploring Oﬃcial Documents: Read the majority opinion in this case or
one of the dissenting opinions. Summarize the main idea and outline the
arguments and evidence the judge uses to defend the position. How does the
language used in the oﬃcial opinion reflect the purpose and role of the
Supreme Court? (CCR.RI.2, CCR.RI.3, CCR.RI.4, CCRI.RI.6)
Argumentation: Do you agree with the Court’s decision in Miller vs.
Alabama? What were the strongest claims of the lawyers on each side?
What precedents or arguments did the judges give the most weight?
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BOOKS ON RELATED THEMES FOR ADuLTS
FICTION
Compiled by Cheryl Stein, Rogers Free Library
SOCIAL REFORM
Magic seeds by V.S. Naipaul
Abandoning a life he felt was not his own, Willie Chandran moves to Berlin
where his sister’s radical political awakening inspires him to join a liberation
movement in India. ere, in the jungles and dirt-poor small villages, through
months of secrecy and night marches, Willie — a solitary, inward man —
discovers both the idealism and brutality of guerilla warfare. When he finally
escapes the movement, he is imprisoned for the murder of three policemen.
Released unexpectedly on condition he return to England, he attempts to climb
back into life in the West, but his experience of wealth, love and despair in
London only bedevils him further.
Truth by Jacqueline Sheehan
Born a slave, survived a free bondwoman, reborn an outspoken abolitionist,
Sojourner Truth died a heroine of graceful proportions. But the story of her inner
struggles is as powerful and provocative as her accomplishments. is emotionally
searing novel beautifully infuses the historical atrocities of the 1800s with
psychological speculation of who Sojourner Truth really was, beyond her
social and political persona.
RACE RELATIONS
Black Girl/White Girl by Joyce Carol Oates
is painfully intimate depiction of race in America is a double portrait of black
and white in America in the years of crisis following the end of the Vietnam War.
dark Town by omas Mullen
is novel travels back to pre-civil rights Atlanta in 1948, when the police
department is forced to integrate despite violent resistance. e first black cops
are not permitted to drive a squad car or make arrests, face overt contempt from
their white colleagues, and limit their territory to the area known derisively as
Darktown. On patrol one summer night, new oﬃcers Lucius Boggs and Tommy
Smith discover a young black girl fatally shot and discarded like garbage. ey
had previously seen her in the car of a white man who assaulted her, but Lionel
Dunlow, the ranking white oﬃcer who responded to their call, released him.
Risking their precarious careers, Boggs and Smith try to find justice despite
lacking any investigative power.
Fortunate son by Walter Dean Mosley
Eric and Tommy are as close as brothers. Eric, a Nordic Adonis, is graced by a
seemingly endless supply of good fortune. Tommy is a lame black boy, cursed
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with health problems, yet he remains optimistic and strong. Aer tragedy rips
their makeshi family apart, the lives of these boys diverge astonishingly: Eric,
the golden youth, is given everything but trusts nothing; Tommy, motherless and
impoverished, has nothing, but feels lucky every day of his life. In a riveting story
of modern-day resilience and redemption, the two confront separate challenges,
and when circumstances reunite them years later, they draw on their extraordinary natures to confront a common enemy and, ultimately, save their lives
Go set a Watchman by Harper Lee
Returning home to Maycomb to visit her father, Jean Louise Finch — Scout —
struggles with issues both personal and political, involving Atticus, society, and
the small Alabama town that shaped her. Exploring how the characters from To
Kill a Mockingbird are adjusting to the turbulent events transforming mid-1950s
America, Go set a watchman casts a fascinating new light on Harper Lee's enduring classic.
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Scout Finch, daughter of the town lawyer Atticus, has just started school; but her
carefree days come to an end when a black man in town is accused of raping a
white woman, and her father is the only man willing to defend him.
e sellout by Paul Beatty
Recent winner of the Man Booker Prize, this novel is a biting satire about a young
man's isolated upbringing and the race trial that sends him to the Supreme Court.
DEATH ROW
A Lesson Before dying by Ernest J. Gaines
Jeﬀerson, a young black man, is an unwitting party to a liquor store shoot out in
which three men are killed; the only survivor, he is convicted of murder and
sentenced to death. Grant Wiggins, who le his hometown for the university,
has returned to the plantation school to teach. As he struggles with his decision
whether to stay or escape to another state, his aunt and Jeﬀerson's godmother
persuade him to visit Jeﬀerson in his cell and impart his learning and his pride
to Jeﬀerson before his death. In the end, the two men forge a bond as they both
come to understand the simple heroism of resisting—and defying—the expected.
Native son by Richard Wright
Right from the start, Bigger omas had been headed for jail. It could have been
for assault or petty larceny; by chance, it was for murder and rape. Native Son
tells the story of this young black man caught in a downward spiral aer he kills
a young white woman in a brief moment of panic.
SLAvERY
e Good Lord Bird by James McBride
Henry Shackleford is a young slave living in the Kansas Territory in 1857, a
battlefield between anti and pro slavery forces. When John Brown, the legendary
abolitionist, arrives in the area, an argument between Brown and Henry's master
7
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quickly turns violent. Henry is forced to leave town with Brown, who believes
Henry is a girl. Over the next months, Henry conceals his true identity as he
struggles to stay alive. He finds himself with Brown at the historic raid on
Harper's Ferry, one of the catalysts for the civil war. is novel won the National
Book Award in 2013.
Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi
Two half sisters, Eﬃa and Esi, unknown to each other, are born into two diﬀerent
tribal villages in 18th century Ghana. Eﬃa will be married oﬀ to an English colonial,
and will live in comfort in the sprawling, palatial rooms of Cape Coast Castle,
raising half-caste children who will be sent abroad to be educated in England
before returning to the Gold Coast to serve as administrators of the Empire. Her
sister, Esi, will be imprisoned beneath Eﬃa in the Castle's women's dungeon, and
then shipped oﬀ on a boat bound for America, where she will be sold into slavery.
someone Knows My Name by Lawrence Hill
Abducted from Africa as a child and enslaved in South Carolina, Aminata Diallo
thinks only of freedom--and of the knowledge she needs to get home. Sold to an
indigo trader who recognizes her intelligence, Aminata is torn from her husband
and child and thrown into the chaos of the Revolutionary War. In Manhattan,
Aminata helps pen the Book of Negroes, a list of blacks rewarded for service to
the king with safe passage to Nova Scotia. ere Aminata finds a life of hardship
and stinging prejudice. When the British abolitionists come looking for "adventurers" to create a new colony in Sierra Leone, Aminata assists in moving 1,200
Nova Scotians to Africa and aiding the abolitionist cause by revealing the realities
of slavery to the British public.
e underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead
Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. Life is hell for all the slaves, but
especially bad for Cora; an outcast even among her fellow Africans, she is coming
into womanhood—where even greater pain awaits. When Caesar, a recent arrival
from Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad, they decide to take a
terrifying risk and escape.
NON-FICTION
Compiled by Maggie Browne, Newport Library
e Autobiography of an execution by David R. Dow
A riveting, artfully written memoir of a lawyer's life as he races to prevent death
row inmates from being executed.
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates
In a series of essays, written as a letter to his son, Coates confronts the notion of
race in America and how it has shaped American history, many times at the cost
of black bodies and lives.
chasing Gideon: e elusive Quest for Poor People's Justice by Karen Huppert
A half-century aer Anthony Lewis’ award-winning Gideon’s Trumpet chronicled
8
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the story of the court case that changed the American justice system, Chasing
Gideon picks up where Lewis’s book le oﬀ, bringing renewed attention to an
essential aspect of our criminal justice system and oﬀering keen insight into how
we might save it.
From the War on Poverty to the War on crime: e Making of Mass
incarceration in America by Elizabeth Hinton
Challenging the belief that America's prison problem originated with the Reagan
administration's War on Drugs, Elizabeth Hinton traces the rise of mass incarceration to an ironic source: the social welfare programs of Lyndon Johnson's Great
Society at the height of the civil rights era.
Ghettoside: A True story of a Murder in America by Jill Leovy
Discusses the hundreds of murders that occur in Los Angeles each year, and
focuses on the story of the dedicated group of detectives who pursued justice at
any cost in the killing of Bryant Tennelle.
e Half Has Never Been Told: slavery and the Making of American capitalism
by Edward E. Baptist
Historian Edward Baptist reveals how the expansion of slavery in the first eight
decades aer American independence drove the evolution and modernization of
the United States.
March: Book one by John Lewis
March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis' lifelong struggle for civil and
human rights, meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled since the
days of Jim Crow and segregation. Rooted in Lewis' personal story, it also reflects
on the highs and lows of the broader civil rights movement.
e New Jim crow: Mass incarceration in the Age of colorblindness by Michelle
Alexander
Argues that the War on Drugs and policies that deny convicted felons equal
access to employment, housing, education, and public benefits create a
permanent under caste based largely on race.
No equal Justice: Race and class in the American criminal Justice system by
David Cole
Hailed as a “shocking and necessary book” by e Economist, it has become the
standard reference point for anyone trying to understand the fundamental
inequalities in the American legal system.
Waking up White: And Finding Myself in the story of Race by Debby Irving
Waking Up White is the book Irving wishes someone had handed her decades
ago. By sharing her sometimes cringe-worthy struggle to understand racism and
racial tensions, she oﬀers a fresh perspective on bias, stereotypes, manners, and
tolerance.
White by Law: e Legal construction of Race by Ian Haney-Lopez
Exploring the social, and specifically legal origins, of white racial identity,
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Ian F. Haney Lopez here examines cases in America's past that have been
instrumental in forming contemporary conceptions of race, law, and whiteness.
"Why Are All the Black Kids sitting Together in the cafeteria?" A Psychologist
explains the development of Racial identity by Beverly Daniel Tatum
Tatum asserts that we do not know how to talk about our racial diﬀerences. Using
real-life examples and research, she presents evidence that straight talk about our
racial identities is essential if we are serious about facilitating communication
across racial and ethnic divides.
A Wild injustice: e death and Resurrection of capital Punishment in
America by Evan J. Mandery
An extraordinary behind-the-scenes look at the Court, the justices, and the
political complexities of one of the most racially charged and morally vexing
issues of our time.

FEATuRE FILMS AND DOCuMENTARIES
Compiled by Robin Nyzio, MLIS, Lincoln Public Library
All titles are available through Ocean State Libraries
conviction (2010) Betty Anne Waters is a young woman whose world is shattered
when her beloved brother Kenny is convicted of murder and sentenced to life
in prison. Steadfastly convinced of his innocence, Betty Anne embarks on an 18year journey to set Kenny free, using state-of-the-art forensic technology. Rated R
e central Park Five (2013) Chronicles America's complicated perceptions of
race and crime through the story of the "Central Park 5" — a group of minority
teenagers wrongfully convicted and jailed for brutally raping a white woman in
New York. PBS documentary
e Hurricane (1999) Rubin "Hurricane" Carter, in the prime of his boxing
career, finds himself wrongfully convicted of murder. Sentenced to life in prison,
Carter's published memoir, e Sixteenth Round, inspires a teenager from
Brooklyn and three Canadian activists who believe in the truth, to join forces
with Carter to prove his innocence.
e in Blue Line (1998) Examines the roadside murder of a Dallas police
oﬃcer, and the subsequent arrest and conviction of drier Randall Adams, who
was given a death sentence despite overwhelming evidence of his innocence.
e Trials of darryl Hunt (2006) Chronicling this capital case from 1984-2004,
filmmakers Ricki Stern and Annie Sundberg painstakingly frame the judicial and
emotional responses to a chilling crime, and the implications surrounding Darryl
Hunt's wrongful conviction.
Murder on a sunday Morning (2001) When a 15-year-old black male is arrested
for the murder of Mary Ann Stephens, everyone involved in the case—from
investigators to journalists—is ready to condemn him, except for his public
defense lawyer, Patrick McGuiness. A true tale of murder and injustice.
10
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BOOKS ON RELATED THEMES FOR YOuNG ADuLTS
Compiled by Grace Osmun Palmer, North Kingstown Library
FICTION
Monster by Walter Dean Myers, 2004
is screenplay-style courtroom drama is one teenager’s exploration of a day that
haunts him, and the consequences that came aer.
All American Boys by Jason Reynolds, 2015
Two teenager’s lives are changed forever when one experiences a brutal beating,
and another witnesses it.
Let the circle Be unbroken by Mildred D. Taylor, 1995
e Logan family live in Mississippi, trying to navigate a world of poverty and
prejudice during the Great Depression.
Rikers High by Paul Volponi, 2010
Martin Stokes is arrested as a teenager for a crime he was set up to commit. is
story follows his experiences in prison, as the justice system fails him.
NON-FICTION
Black Lives Matter by Sue Bradford Edwards, 2016
is book explores the shootings that began the movement Black Lives Matter,
and the tensions that brought them to light.
No choirboy: Murder, Violence, and Teenagers on death Row by Susan Kuklin,
2008
Inmates sentenced to death as teenagers speak in their own words in this book,
discussing their lives in prison and their feelings on how they ended up there.
March: Book one by John Lewis and Andrew Aydin, illus. by Nate Powell, 2013
is trilogy is a graphic-novel biography of John Lewis, and his life working for
civil and human rights.
A Wreath for emmett Till by Marilyn Nelson, 2005
is non-fiction book of poetry explores the fate of Emmett Till, whose lynching
in 1955 and the subsequent failure to find justice for him helped spark the civil
rights movement.
Airman by Eoin Colfer, 2008.
In the late nineteenth century, Conor Broekhart, having been branded a traitor
and thrown into jail, plans a daring escape from Little Saltee prison by means of a
flying machine that he must design and build himself.
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NOMINATE THE NExT
READING ACROSS RHODE ISLAND BOOK!

e general criteria for book selection includes:
• A good story with a universal theme
• Appeal to a wide range of readers, from age 14 and up
• Accessible in language and content
• Available in diﬀerent formats (i.e., paperback, audio, Braille)
• Written by an author who is available to visit and speak with
Rhode
Islanders about the book
• Over time, the titles selected should reflect diversity in
content, culture and genre
Title & Author:

If you prefer, you may email your book nomination to kate@ribook.org.
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To find Reading Across Rhode Island
programs in your area, go to ribook.org.
To find Reading Across Rhode Island programs in your area, go to ribook.org.
is booklet presents resources the Reading Across Rhode Island committee has
gathered to enrich and expand this reading.
Our programs would not be possible without the support of our sponsors,
partners and aﬃliates:
Barrington Books
Barton Gilman LLP
Grimshaw-Gudewicz
Charitable Foundation
National Endowment for the Humanities
Rhode Island Network for
Educational Technology

Rhode Island Oﬃce of Library
and Information Services
Rhode Island Library Association
Roger Williams University
Savoy Bookshop & Café
School Librarians of Rhode Island
Washington Trust Bank

Ada Books
Brown Bookstore
Cellar Stories Bookstore
Books on the Square
Symposium Books

Island Books
Twice Told Tales
Grateful Heart
D Kelley Fine Used Books

Rhode Island Center for the Book at the Rhode Island Council for the Humanities
is a statewide organization devoted to promoting personal and community
enrichment by celebrating the art and heritage of reading, writing, making,
and sharing books. Founded in 2003, the Rhode Island Center for the Book is an
aﬃliate of the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.

Grimshaw-Gudewicz
Charitable Foundation
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